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WASTE MANAGEMENT AND DISPOSAL OF LATERAL FLOW 
DEVICES FOR SCHOOL AND HOME TESTING 
 
 
 

ISSUE 
 
As the Government in England expand the use of asymptomatic testing in schools, a  
number of issues have arisen regarding waste disposal matters. We must ensure 
compliance with all relevant legislation when dealing with waste generated from testing. 
 

ASK 
 
There is a communication ask to simplify the technical data held in the Standard 
Operating Procedures(SOP) into information to be followed by non-health care 
professionals in the school environment. 
 
The following information has been simplified from Waste Management Standard 
Operating Procedure (SOP) for National Testing and Vaccination Programme. 
 

WASTE MANAGEMENT GUIDANCE 
 
The legislative framework that applies to waste duty of care requires that waste is coded 
based on the source of that waste. Where testing is being undertaken as an ancillary 
function to normal business, such as at a school, then wastes are not considered to be 
healthcare wastes and can be managed alongside other wastes, i.e. residual (‘black 
bag’) wastes.  
 
Everyone has a ‘Duty of Care’ to follow for their waste and must ensure it is collected by 
an appropriately licensed waste carrier. 
 
A Duty of Care Transfer Note must be completed before waste is removed from site, and 
records should be kept for a minimum of 2 years, where applicable. 
 

LATERAL FLOW DEVICES 
 
Waste from Lateral Flow Devices (LFDs) and the testing process does not present any 
increased risk compared to that of personal hygiene waste. 
 
Waste management operations should continue to follow appropriate guidance for 
hygiene and health safety practices. 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
Work has been conducted with Public Health England(PHE) to assess the level of risk 
and hazard that managing wastes from LFD testing in a school environment poses. It has 
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been concluded that the risk and hazard of managing LFD testing waste in this 
environment is negligible. 
 
However, precautions should remain, “Hands, Face, Space.”  
 
Whilst it remains critical regular tests are conducted; it is important to note that the 
current positivity level of schools sit at 0.12%. This indicates a low rate of prevalence. 
 
Everybody has a duty of care when managing waste. Before disposing of any waste, 
schools should confirm their current arrangements for the disposal of LFD kits with their 
waste management contractor. 

 
TESTING IN SCHOOLS 
 
Where LFD tests are used and subsequently discarded in schools, they are classified as 
municipal waste, as per Defra’s definition of terms. This is because the School’s primary 
activity is not Testing, therefore, as this is not a healthcare setting, the waste cannot be 
classed as healthcare waste. 
 
Once an LFD test has been completed, all of the used test kit should be: 

• Placed into the small bag provided with the kit 

• Then placed into a ‘black or clear bag’ (depending on local arrangements) 

• Dispose of LFD kit with other non-recyclable waste 

• LFDs are not recyclable. 
 
Any disposable equipment such as face masks, gloves or aprons worn during the 
testing process, either by those undertaking the test or being tested, should also be 
disposed of in your residual (‘black bag’) waste bins. 
 
Under your waste management Duty of Care, you must ensure that all waste produced, 
including that from LFD test kits, is handled appropriately by a licensed waste 
management company. 
 

TESTING IN HOUSEHOLDS 
 
Under the expansion of asymptomatic testing, those attending school and their families 
and support bubbles may be required to conduct tests at home. 
 
Once a test has been completed in a household, it should be disposed of as follows: 

• Place the LFD test in the small waste bag provided. 

• Place both the small waste bag and kit in their residual (‘black bag’) waste bin. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-authority-collected-waste-definition-of-terms
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-authority-collected-waste-definition-of-terms

